Selected Statistics and I ndicators on Child Labor
Percent of children 5-14 estimated as working in 2005: 65.8%°%"
Minimum age for admission to work: 147058
Age to which education is compul sory: 122689
Free public education: Y es?%0x
M al | Gross primary enrollment rate in 2004: 649%°°
Net primary enrollment rate in 2004: 46%°%%
Percent of children 5-14 attending school in 2005: 44.8%%%%3
As of 2003, percent of primary school entrants likely to
reach grade 5: 79975
Ratified Convention 138: 3/11/2002°%%
Ratified Convention 182: 7/14/2000°°%
|LO-IPEC Participating Country: Y es, associated”®®”
* Must pay for uniforms, school supplies and related items.

I ncidence and Natur e of Child Labor

In 2005, approximately 66.6 percent of boys and 64.9 percent of girls ages 5 to 14 were working
in Mali. The majority of working childrenin Mali were found in the agricultural sector (58.2
percent), followed by services (39.5 percent), manufacturing (1.9 percent), and other sectors (0.4
percent).?®® |n some cases, children work as street beggars as part of their religious instruction
in Koranic schools. Money received from begging on the streetsis reportedly used to support
these schools. It isaso reported in astudy in one city that children spend more time begging on
the streets than they spend learning in classrooms.?*®
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Mali isan origin, transit, and destination country for children trafficked for forced labor and
commercia sexua exploitation. Most trafficking of childrenisinternal. Children have been
trafficked internally to the central regions to work inrice fields. Boys have been trafficked to
work in other forms of agriculture, gold mining, and begging.>’® Girls were also trafficked from
Nigeriafor sexual exploitation.?™®

Child Labor Laws and Enfor cement

The minimum age for employment and apprenticeship is 14 years.?’® Thelaw allows for
children 12 to 14 to be employed with the express authorization of their parents or guardians if
they work in the same establishment as and beside their parents or guardians. However, these
children may not be employed for more than 4.5 hours per day (2 hoursaday if they arein
school).?’® Children under 18 years are not allowed to engage in work that threatens their safety
or morals, exceeds 8 hours per day or their physical capacity, or occurs at night.?"®*

The law prohibits forced or obligatory labor.?’® It also makes child trafficking punishable by 5
to 20 years of imprisonment.?’®® The government requires that Malian children under 18 carry
travel documents to slow cross-border trafficking.?”®” However, a 2005 study published by Save
the Children and UNICEF concluded that the legislation is largely ineffective and may result in
the increased vulnerability of children because of corruption.?’® The law establishes penalties
for sexual exploitation and abuse, however, prostitution islegal.>’* The minimum age for
military conscription into the National Y outh Serviceis 18, and military serviceis reported to be
voluntary in practice.”’*

Inspectors from the Ministry of Labor and State Reforms conduct surprise and complaint-based
inspectionsin the formal sector, but according to the U.S. Department of State, lack of resources
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limit the frequency and effectiveness of the monitoring and enforcement of child labor laws.?**

ILO-IPEC led the National Campaign against Child labor, which is responsible for investigating
cases of abusive labor reported by NGOs or the media. 1LO-IPEC depends on government
monitors to carry out these investigations.?”*> Enforcement efforts to combat trafficking were
l[imited with only two cases prosecuted during the year. Investigationsin trafficking that had
begun in 2004 were still open in 2006.2*3

Current Government Policies and Programsto Eliminate the Wor st Forms of Child Labor

In July 2006, Mali was 1 of 24 countries to adopt the Multilateral Cooperation Agreement to
Combat Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children, in West and Central Africaand
the Joint Plan of Action Against Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children in the
West and Central African Regions.>”** As part of the Multilateral Cooperative Agreement, the
governments agreed to put into place the child trafficking monitoring system devel oped by the
U.S. Department of Labor-funded, ILO-IPEC LUTRENA project; to ensure that birth certificates
and travel identity documents cannot easily be falsified or altered; to provide assistance to each
other in the investigation, arrest and prosecution of trafficking offenders; to protect, rehabilitate,
and reintegrate trafficking victims; and to improve educationa systems, vocational training and
apprenticeships.?’*®

The Government of Mali participatesin aUSD 9.5 million regional USDOL-funded ILO-IPEC
project to combat the trafficking of children for exploitive labor in West and Central Africa. The
project targets 9,000 children for withdrawal and prevention from trafficking in 6 countries,
including Mali.?*® The government is also participating in a USDOL-funded program to
increase access to quality basic education for children at risk of trafficking in Mali. This project
aims to withdraw 250 children and prevent 6,000 from trafficking.*” ILO-IPEC isalso
implementing a Time Bound Preparation Project that aims to withdraw 3,000, children and
prevent 6,000, from exploitive work in agriculture, mining, the urban informal sector, as well as
domestic service from commercial sexual exploitation.?*®

The Ministry for the Promotion of Women, Children, and Family and the Ministry of Labor and
Civil Service cooperated with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Territoria
Administration to develop a program of identification, rehabilitation, education of the
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population, and strengthening of the legal system’s stance on the trafficking of minors.”"*® Asan
element of thisinitiative, the government provides temporary shelter and protection to victims at
welcome centers in several cities to help child trafficking victims return to their families. "%
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2720 .
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